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14833 Kutztown Road     Kutztown, PA 19530 

www.StMarysKutztown com 
www.facebook com/stmaryskutztown 

Church, Meeting Rooms, Business & Parish Offices: 

Phone : 610-683-7443     Fax : 610-683-7625 

Email: Parish@StMarysKutztown com 

Religious Education Center: 610-683-6454 
Email: RelEd@StMarysKutztown com 

PASTORAL MINISTRY 

Pastor Fr John Maria 

Pastor Emeritus Rev.  Msgr Walter T Scheaffer 

Permanent Deacon Dcn. Howard Schultz 

 Coordinator/Religious Educ  Mrs. Ann Pergosky 

 Director of Music Ministry Mrs. Anne Sitarik 

                                                         and Parish Secretary  

PARISH ORGANIZATIONS 

Ladies Auxiliary Theresa Bieak & Deb Massa 

Men of St. Mary’s Mr. Tom Cengeri 

O C I A  Fr. John Maria 

DIOCESAN INFORMATION 

Diocesan Policies and Procedures on Youth Protection:   

 www.allentowndiocese org 

Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator:   

  Wendy S Krisak, Direct Telephone: (800) 791-9209 

Office of Safe Environment Secretary, Youth Protection and 

Catholic Human Services:  Pamela Russo, MSW,  MS  ;  PO 

Box F, Allentown, 181-5-1538   Tele. 610-871-5200 x2204 

Catholic Bishop Abuse Reporting Service:  If you have an 

allegation of abuse against a bishop, please contact the 
Catholic Bishop Abuse Reporting Service: 

www.ReportBishopAbuse org or 800-276-1562 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 Saturday Vigil 4:30 pm 
 Sunday  8:30, 11:00am 
 Daily Masses 7:30am (Monday – Friday) 
  8:00am (First Saturdays) 
ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT - Every 
Wednesday, 7-8 pm and First Friday of the Month, 8 until 9am 
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM – Baptism is celebrated at various 
times, often 11a Mass, the 1st Sunday of the month.  Baptisms are 
also scheduled privately upon arrangement with families.  Parents 
must contact the Religious Ed Office to arrange Baptismal Prep 
sessions and learn all the details. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - Saturday, 3:30-4:20p, 
Sundays 8:00-8:20; 10:30-10:50 am, Wednesdays 7:00-8:00p and 
by appointment  

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK – Those who 
are dangerously ill or facing serious surgery may receive this 
healing Sacrament.  Please contact Father John Maria to make 
arrangements.  

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY – Congratulations!  Couples 
must contact Father John at least six months in advance of desired 

date.  Marriage Preparation is required for proper celebration of a 
valid and Sacramental marriage.  

PROSPECTIVE GODPARENTS/SPONSORS asked to serve as 

Baptismal Godparents or Confirmation sponsor must request an 
eligibility certificate from the parish priest.  To serve in this special 

role parishioners must: Be in full communion with the Catholic 
Church; Attend Mass weekly; have received Sacraments of 

Baptism, Eucharist, Reconciliation & Confirmation; Married 

individuals need be validly married in the Catholic Church.  
Please contact the Parish Office and allow 2 weeks to process.  

HOMEBOUND – Parishioners homebound and unable to attend 

Mass please contact the Parish Office to arrange visitation, to 
receive Holy Communion  

HOSPITALIZED - Call the Rectory to notify of someone in the 
hospital so we can pray for and possibly visit them. Each hospital 

in our Diocesan boundaries is either covered by a local parish or 

has a priest on call at the hospital.  
PARISH MEMBERSHIP - Welcome to St. Mary’s Parish! Please 
contact the Parish Office to meet with Father John and become 
registered.  We also ask those who move to notify the parish  

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION – Education for parish children 
occurs September 10 through April.  Contact Religious Education 
office:  610-683-6454 for registration.  

Center-based 
▪Levels 1 to 5 meet every week, Sundays, 9:40-10:50am 
▪Level 6-8 meet the 2nd & 4th Sundays, 6-8pm 
▪Youth Group (9-12) Stay tuned for upcoming events.  
Home-based Arrangements may be made for select grade levels, 
contact Ann Pergosky 

ST MARY’S CHURCH 

23RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, SEPTEMBER 08, 2024 
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Mon 09-09 7:30a Peter Costello 

Tue 09-10 7:30a Bertha Donovan 

Wed 09-11 7:30a Rob Tutchings 

Thu 09-12 7:30a Amy Monge 

Fri 09-13 7:30a Catherine Haeusler 

Sat 09-14 4:30p Lorraine Opiekun 

Sun 09-15 8:30a 
William Biniek and daughter  

Doris Ann 

  11:00a People of the Parish 

Call the parish office to sponsor altar flowers in memory 

READINGS and CELEBRATIONS for the WEEK 

Sun 09-08 
23rd Sunday Ordinary Time- Is 35:4-7a; Jas 2:1-5; 

Mk 7:31-37 

Mon 09-09 1 Co 5:1-8; Lk 6:6-11 

Tue 09-10 1 Co 6:1-11; Lk 6:12-19 

Wed 09-11 1 Co 7:25-31; Lk 6:20-26 

Thu 09-12 1 Co 8:1b-7, 11-13; Lk 6:27-38 

Fri 09-13 1 Co 9:16-19, 22b-27; Lk 6:39-42 

Sat 09-14 Nm 21:4b-9; Phil 2:6-11; Jn 3:13-17 

Sun 09-15 
24th Sunday Ordinary time- Is 50:4c-9a; Jas 2:14-

18; Mk 8:27-35 

 MUSIC MINISTRY 

 THIS WEEK NEXT WEEK 

4:30p 
Spanier, Amelia Moore, Mark 

Moore, Mark Casey, Peggy 

8:30a 
Spanier, Chris Sitarik, Anne 

Moore, Mark Cebenko, Steve 

11:00a 
Thomas, Cathy Pirnot, Tom 

Talarico, Tim Talarico, Tim 

OLG & in Church Income  08/25 09/01 Expenses 

Regular Collection $7,890.00 $10,402.50 Last week 

Building Fund $1,000.00 $1,035.00 $12,460.64 

Capital Campaign $60.00 $160.00  

Parish Partnership $1,044.00 $225.00 This week 

Mission Co Op  $2,432.00 $15,200.95 

Other Reg. Collections $195.00 $1,645.00  

HOW DO I SIGN UP FOR ONLINE GIVING? 
1. Visit www.stmaryskutztown.com 

2. Click on the Online Giving link 

3. Complete the online registration form. It's 

that simple!  For more info or help 

setting up your account please contact 

the parish office. 

 

Logan Alkons 

Evie Barletta 

Caleb Bauer 

Christopher Bennett 

Claudia Berg 

Greg Bradford 

Monica Bradford 

Bradford family 

William G. Brady 

Nadia Cahill 

Meaghan Clark 

David Covey 

Nancy Devlin-
Litinsky 

Dave Ebling 

Trent Eidle 

Patricia Farabaugh 

Ashley Geidner 
Farhat 

Paula Fehlinger 

Florentine Firlein 

Joey Flecher 

Tammy G. 

Joe Galantino 

Michelle Galantino 

Sandra George 

Lucy Ginsiorsky  

Ken Gorski  

Bijou Greenwood  

Muriel Hadnagy  

Devon Hanna  

Jacqueline Hartz  

Linda Haurus  

Kathy Henry  

Glenn Hertzog 

Lillian Karch 

Michael Karch 

Joanne Kear 

Patricia Keeney 

Jane Kern 

Milton Kern 

Carol Korbe 

John Korbe 

Henry Kryeski 

Edward & Rosemary 

Law 

Rick Lewis 

Julie Lindsey 

Eva Malanczuk 

Dennis Martinsen 

Barry, Sharon Miller  

Elaine O. Miller 

Geoff Miller 

Shannon Morris  

Nikolette Nolte 

Diana Novi  

Joanne O’Connell  

Benedicta Otchere 

Rick Padilla  

Ed Pilarski 

Pat Regensburger 

Rosemarie Reimert 

Bill Pettit 

Kerry Rauenzahn 

Patrick Ritter 

Megan Roth 

Nina Hertzog 
Rundle 

Richard Rusconi 

Tina Scatamacchia 

Jim Sherman 

Barbara Shidisky 

Tracy Snyder 

Nicole Sosik 

Arlene Stadalnik 

Todd Tanis 

Ralph Touch 

Amy Turko 

Christine VanDoorn 

Paul Vasko 

Bonnie Wessner  

Colleen Wolff  

Contact office to update list:  secretary@stmaryskutztown com 
 

 

 

 

 

Please Pray for all those serving our nation 

Keenan Albright 

Kyle Albright 

Michael Barron 

Andrew Barthol 

Frank M. Bieda 

John Boyer 

Matthew Boyer 

Jonathan Cardé 

Eric Cunningham  

Timothy DeVall   

Anthony DiPietro  

Charles Douglass 

Joseph Douglass 

Keith Essig 

Ryan Flanagan 

Kale Follweiler 

Michael Allen Haak 

Diane Henry 

Cmdr. Jason Hoch 

Joshua Joseph  

Dan King  

James Knight 

Nick Marakovits  

Melissa Marks 

Laura Miller 

Spencer Morris 

Heather 

O’Donnell 

Menaka Nayyar & 
Anthony Pirnot  

Jake Schmeck 

Phillip Talarico 

Steve Ziegler 

Contact office to update list: secretary@stmaryskutztown.com 
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EVENTS THIS WEEK 

Sun 09.08 23RD
 SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

  2nd Collection – Capital Improvements 

  Elementary Religious Educ. 9:40a 

  Elem. Rel.Ed. Parent meeting, 9:45a 

  Men of St. Mary’s meeting, 9:45a 

  Junior High ministry, 6p 

Mon 09.09 Kitchen help, Potatoes, 9a 

  Kitchen help, Pierogies, 11a 

  Online Home-Based Rel. Ed. meeting, 6:30p 

Tue  09.10 Faith Sharing, 10a 

  Bake Cookies, 12n 

Wed 09.11 Rita’s Fundraiser for Ladies Aux. 6-8p 

  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, 7-8p 

Thu 09.12 Music Ministry, 7p 

  O.C.I.A., 7p 

Sat 09.14 Pray the Rosary, 4p 

  2nd Collection – Library/AD Times 
 

EVENTS NEXT WEEK 

Sun 09.15 CATECHETICAL SUNDAY  

  2nd Collection – Library & AD Times 

  Catechetical Sunday Mass, 8:30a 

  Elementary Religious Educ., 9:40a 

  Parish Picnic, 12:30p 
 Mon 09.16 Kitchen help, Potatoes, 9a 

  Kitchen help, Pierogies, 11a 

Tue 09.17 Faith Sharing, 10a 

  Bake Cookies, 12n 

Wed 09.18 Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, 7-8p 

Thu 09.19 O.C.I.A., 7p 

Sat 09.21 Confirmation Rally at HGARS, 8a-12n 

  Pray the Rosary, 4p 

  2nd Collection – Parish Parthership 

BULLETIN DEADLINE:  Submit items by Monday prior to 

Sunday, full-page items two full weeks in advance. 

PARISH MEMBERSHIP:  Welcome!  Please register for parish 

membership.  Call 610-683-7443 for an appointment and 

find out about all the parish has to offer!  Inform us if moving.   

NEXT WEEK!  St. Mary’s Church picnic-12:30-

4p Sept. 15. For parishioners of 

ALL ages. 

Food, Fun and Games!  Hot 

dogs and drinks provided.  

Share a special dish -chili, 

dessert, snacks etc.   

Bring a back yard game to share (mark w/your 

name).   JOIN US 😊 
 

DAILY MASSES WITH BISHOP SCHLERT, BECAUSE WE ARE 

CATHOLIC:  All are invited to celebrate with the Bishop: 

Sept. 12, 8:00a - Holy Guardian Angels, Reading  

THE NEXT PARISH DIRECTORY:  For many years, St. 
Mary's has published a parish directory every five years or 
so.  This has been a great way for parishioners to stay 
connected. To keep this tradition alive, we seek a group of 
people to help create the next directory. Lifetouch went out 
of business during the pandemic while working on our 
2020 directory, but there are other companies now 
available.  
   The directory team will work with a photo directory 
company to organize photo sessions and content. Fr. John 
will assist the team by suggesting potential companies and 
giving input on the directory content. We aim to start in 
early fall with a release hoped for 2025. As always, extra 
hands make for lighter work!  We seek a small team, 
including a chair or co-chairs. If interested, please email Fr. 
John: pastor@stmaryskutztown.com and he will gather a 
team, and plan a meeting.  

OCIA BEGINS THIS WEEK!  At 7p, Thursday September 
12 in the Religious Ed Center, OCIA will formally begin.  
The Order of Christian Iniatiation for Adults (formerly 
RCIA) is the process by which people prepare to come to a 
new commitment to Jesus Christ, and be received into full 
communion with His Catholic Church. 
 This is a journey closer to Jesus –  a process of prayer 
and study.  We'll begin on Thursday at 7pm.  There is no 
pressure or obligation, as each inquirer seeks to hear the 
call of Jesus to know His truth, His love and His mercy.  
This process is also appropriate for others over 14 who 
have received Baptism in the Catholic Church, but have yet 
to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation.  
 Do you have a friend or loved one who is open to 
hearing this call of Christ, and to being received into the 
Catholic Church? Might YOU be that someone who’s been 
a friend of St. Mary’s parish, but have hesitated to take the 
step toward becoming Catholic?  Jesus is still calling!  
 We will meet in Room 117/122 in the Rel. Ed. Center.  
For questions, call Fr. John Maria at 610-683-7443. We’d 
love for you to join us! 

SCRIPTURE REFLECTION- FR. JOHN MARIA      

The Scripture readings for the 23rd Sunday in Ordinary 

Time should strengthen our confidence that our God is 

indeed a Father who keeps His promises.   

 In the first reading, Isaiah, who lived around the year 700 

BC, prophesied of the day that would come when the ears of 

the deaf will be cleared and streams will burst forth in the 

desert.  In our Gospel, the time of fulfillment of Old 

Testament promises had come. Forging into Gentile 

territory of darkness, Jesus opened the ears of a deaf man, 

using outward signs that communicated His power of 

healing.    

 The Lord still employs outward signs to bring His power – 

through the Sacraments of His Church.  Through 

Reconciliation (Confession) and the Anointing of the Sick, 

we find healing and strength, uniting us ever closer to 

Christ. 

 His still desires to heal those in need of healing, be it 

body, mind or soul.    Go to Him in prayer, and let Him 

know your deepest needs.  Come and be with Him, truly 

Present in the Blessed Sacrament! 
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Sept/Oct we’re busy preparing the delicious food you 

can purchase at the annual Holiday Bazaar, Nov. 2.  

Walk-in helpers welcome!  Call Mary Alkons for 

info: 610- 683-5443.  Here is the food prep schedule: 

Mon Sept 09 9-12, 11-3  Prep potatoes/Make pierogies 

Mon Sept 16 9-12, 11-3  Prep potatoes/Make pierogies 

Mon Sept 23 9-12, 11-3  Prep potatoes/Make pierogies 

Mon Sept 30 9-12, 11-3  Prep potatoes/Make pierogies 

Mon Oct 07 10a Make BBQ 

Mon Oct 14 10a Vegetable Beef Soup 

Mon Oct 21 10a Turkey Noodle Soup 

Mon Oct 28 10a Turkey Rice Soup 

Thu Oct 31 10a Haluski  (Bring electric fry pan if 

possible, for Haluski) 

Fri Nov 01 10-3p Set-up 

Sat Nov 02 7:30a-3:30p Bazaar kitchen help:  sign-up 

for help thru-out the day 

 

  Holiday Bazaar Cookies:  Rolled, decorated cookies are 

very popular at the Holiday Bazaar.  Here’s an easy recipe.  

Donate cookie dough to REC in time for baking 12n-3p 

Tuesdays Sept 03—Oct 08. Call Carm  610-683-5931 or 

Valetta: 610-926-3910.  

ABC Cookies 

5 c flour 3 eggs 1 tsp cream of tartar 

2 c sugar 1 tsp baking soda ½ tsp vanilla 

  ¾ lb. melted butter 

Mix all ingredients together and divide into 3 patties.  

Wrap in waxed paper and chill overnight.  Roll out and 

cut into shapes.  Decorate & bake, 350 for 8-10 minutes. 

LADIES THE ANNUAL HOLIDAY BAZAAR, Nov 02, 

showcases parishioners’ talents. Donate handcrafted 

items - fabric, wood, paper, yarn, etc., small items, 

using materials you already have, make splendid 

additions to the Ladies Auxiliary craft table. Bring items to 

the REC the week before the bazaar. All proceeds benefit 

the Ladies Auxiliary/St. Mary’s Church. Questions?  

Frances Larash: 610-683-3675  

YOUNG ADULT GROUP AT ST. MARY'S!  Attention all 

young adults! You’ve heard the 

names of Perpetua and Felicity 

during Mass, but who are they?  

Starting 6p Sunday Oct. 6 in the 

Meeting Room of the Parish 

Center, join with other young adults 

and find out more about the saints – 

most especially those young adults who followed Christ!  

For more info, contact Sarah: smwilson0913@gmail.com 

A FEW SPOTS REMAIN at Holy Guardian Angels Regional 

School. (5th & 8th grades are full). Join our supportive, family-

centered school. We cherish Catholic traditions and nurture 

our students to love, respect and serve God, themselves and 

others. A commitment to high academic standards in a 

diverse and fun-filled environment—every child thrives.  

PLEASE PRAY Bishop Schlert will ordain the 2024 
Permanent Deacon Class 10am, September 14 at the 
Cathedral.  Pray for:  Mr. Patrick Alba,  Mr. Mark Brezina,  
Mr. Timothy Ferguson,  Mr. Carlos Fernandez,  Mr. James 
Friend,  Mr. Diomedes Matos,  Mr. John Matulevich,  Mr. 
Daniel Osle,  Mr. Jaime Peña,  Mr. Carlos Pinto,  Mr. 
Robert Reiley,  Dr. Bernard Servagno,  Mr. John Sutter,  
Mr. James Wallaesa, Jr., and  Mr. Thomas Weber, III 

DIOCESAN-WIDE BLOOD DRIVE:  Miller-Keystone Blood 

Center and the Diocese of Allentown are hosting a diocese-

wide blood drive in honor of Saint Januarius, the patron 

saint of blood banks. We are 

encouraged to donate blood at one of 

MKBC’s donor centers beginning on the 

Feast Day of Saint Januarius, Sept. 19- 

Dec. 16, one of the miracle dates of his 

blood liquification. In addition to saving 

lives, all donors who provide their 

parish’s Sponsor Code at the time of their appointment will 

receive a Saint Januarius medallion, blessed by Bishop 

Schlert. Schedule a donation 800-223-6667 xt 2 or scan 

code.  

PRO-LIFE TOWN HALL:  4p, Sept 09, St. Anne’s Comm. 

Ctr, Bethlehem, PA Pro-Life Federation Town Hall. Learn 

more on the current state of the pro-life movement in PA. 

For more details, visit BethlehemEastonProLife.org  

HGA REGIONAL SCHOOL DINE OUT EVENT:  4-8p, Sept 18 

at Panera, 4229 N 5th St Hwy,  Temple.  Mention HGARS 

and your purchase supports the school! 

CASINO NIGHT:  6-10p, Sept. 13 at Sts. Constantine & 

Helen Greek Orthodox Banquet Hall, Wyomissing. 

Proceeds benefit Mary’s Shelter. Tickets:  $80pp/$150 

couples; Must be 21 and older.  Sponsorships available.  

Info/tickets:  610-603-8010 / www.marysshelter.org/casino 

MATT MAHER CONCERT: 7p, Sept 15, Notre Dame HS, 

hosted by United Hearts Life Mission. Hear this 9-time 

Grammy nominee.  Proceeds benefit United Hearts Life 

Mission life-affirming care in Lehigh Valley.  Tickets:  

www.itickets.com/events/479761   

PADRE PIO SHRINE PILGRIMAGE:  in English Sept 20, in 

Spanish Sept 28.  Includes Mass with the Bishop, 

Confession; speaker; Eucharistic Procession and more! 

DIOCESE OF ALLENTOWN GOLF TOURNAMENT:  Sept 20, 

Steel Club course, Hellertown. Proceeds support 

seminarians and Catholic schools.  Register or sponsor: 610-

871-5200 x2282 or  www.allentowndiocese.org/golf 

DIOCESAN ANNIVERSARY MASS:  3p, Sunday Sept 22. 

Doors open 2p.  Each year the Diocese of Allentown offers 

a Mass for married couples celebrating a milestone 

anniversary at the cathedral.  Couples are invited to renew 

their vows and thank God for the gift of the Sacrament of 

Marriage. Info:  rtulloch@allentowndiocese.org  
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PA MARCH FOR LIFE:  On the steps of our state capitol in 

Harrisburg on Monday, Sept. 23.  A 10a concert; an 11a 

rally; and 12n march. Learn more or register for updates: 

marchforlife.org/pennsylvania/ 

 

 

 

MSC OKTOBERFEST:  12-5p, Oct. 13, at 

Reading Liederkranz. Hosted by and for the 

Missionary Sisters of the Most Sacred Heart of 

Jesus. Enjoy an authentic German Oktoberfest!  

With *Live Music and Dancing with the Josef 

Kroboth Band 1:00-4:00!  *$20 entrance fee 

online or at the door ($10 for 10-17 – under 10 

free); *An outdoor celebration in a scenic, 

accessible grove with pavilion, open-air first-

come seating, scattered heaters, if needed;  

*Authentic German Food and Beer ordered by 

guests at cash only food and beverage stands (menu 

options online).  *For tickets or support our 

Sisters: www.mscreading.org  

cwhitmoyer@mscreading.org  

 

KNOW THE FACTS - VOTER REGISTRATION IN PA: 
Registered to vote? No? Check your county voter 

registration office. The last day to register for November 

2024 elections is Oct. 21. Those applying to register must be: 

✓ a citizen of the United States for at least one month 

before the next primary, special, municipal, or general 

election. 

✓ a resident of Pennsylvania and the election district in 

which the individual desires to register and vote for at 

least 30 days before the next primary, special, municipal, 

or general election. 

✓ at least 18 years of age on or before the day of the next 

primary, special, municipal, or general election. 

Details about voting in PA:  www.votespa.com 

READY.SET.READ! VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:  Tutor 2nd 

graders, no experience required, 1h/week.  Kutztown ASD 

schools.  Background clearances required; training provided. 

United Way 610-685-4574 darbyw@uwberks.org 

HELP COMMUNITY NEWCOMERS- The Mother Veronica 

Resource Center Adult Ed., Reading, seeks instructors: 

• Basic and Intermediate computer classes-daytime 

• English as a Second Language (ESL)-day or evening 

• Citizenship Preparation-day or evening. 

• Substitute instructors welcome 

Sr Cara: 484-706-3570 mveronicacenter@gmail.com  

Word of Life:  “We pray to you, O Lord, that we always 

recognize each member of this human family as being made 

in your image and beloved by you, with worth and dignity.”  

~ USCCB, “Prayer to Heal Racial Division” 

The Eucharist is the infinite good.  For in that Sacrament is 

Jesus himself, as much present as he was in his home in 

Nazareth or in the Upper Room at Jerusalem.  Frank Duff 

REFLECTION… by Rev. Leonard N. Peterson  

“God is in the details.”  That’s a thought attributed to the 

minimalist German architect Miles van der Rohe.  He was 

referring to the attributes of his many creations.  While it 

might at first seem to be too great a stretch to connect 

architecture with Holy Scripture, there is much about God’s 

words and actions in the Bible that feature details we should 

notice.  They can be profitable for our prayer and reflection. 

Heretofore hidden meanings emerge.  The divine presence 

lies just below the surface. Not immediately obvious. 

 Case in point: this weekend’s beautiful passage about the 

encounter of Jesus with a deaf mute.  Note first how the 

crowd already knew where to go and whom to see if they 

wanted a person to be helped.  Jesus.  His reputation 

preceded Him.  This “herd,” if you will, was attracted to the 

possibility of a miracle in their midst.  On the surface, they 

seemed not to care much for the sick man’s feelings.   

 It gives me pause to think that sometimes that we have 

just wanted to “use” Jesus’ power and might for our own 

needs to be met. We forget that He is a Person, not a 

machine. A divine person no less, who took on our human 

nature to save us from hell. Not a dispenser of wish 

fulfillment. 

 We note the detail that Jesus leads the deaf man away 

from the crowd. Away from the raucous voices with mixed 

up ideas about God. Or the cheering cries of people that just 

want to make noise and enjoy mayhem. The Lord wants the 

man to have some well-deserved privacy. To look the Lord 

in the face and express with hand gestures his longing to be 

normal, even if he cannot yet voice it. 

 In a world filled with what are called “social media,” 

users are allotted an outlet to express themselves, however 

crude or misinformed they may be about a given issue. They 

can do it anonymously with their privacy intact. But they 

have no qualms invading ours. 

 Do we ever go so far as to prohibit God from entering our 

so-called “private space?” That place where we decide what 

to do no matter what the Commandments and the 

Beatitudes? That’s a detail in our story. 

 After touching the man’s ears and tongue, we note that 

Jesus “looked up to heaven” and “groaned.” In His prayer 

to the Father, Jesus took on the needy man’s pain and 

deprivation. Just as He takes on our own troubles every 

time, we request His help. A major detail in our lives: “We 

never walk alone.” 

 Lastly, there’s that detail wherein Jesus tells the crowd to 

keep quiet about what He did. St. Mark wants his readers to 

wait until the Passion and Resurrection story to learn Jesus’ 

full identity. Sometimes we must wait for God to answer 

our prayers. We must admit that we can either be deaf to 

His responses or mute in our thanks. 

 Let me quote the great Christian apologist C.S. Lewis for 

my closing thought today: “On the whole, God’s love for us 

is a much safer subject to think about than our love for 

Him.” 

 God love you and give you His peace. 
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 This Wednesday! 


