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14833 Kutztown Road     Kutztown, PA 19530 

www.StMarysKutztown com 
www.facebook com/stmaryskutztown 

Church, Meeting Rooms, Business & Parish Offices: 

Phone : 610-683-7443     Fax : 610-683-7625 

Email: Parish@StMarysKutztown com 

Religious Education Center: 610-683-6454 

Email: RelEd@StMarysKutztown com 

PASTORAL MINISTRY 

Pastor Fr John Maria 

Pastor Emeritus Rev.  Msgr Walter T Scheaffer 

Permanent Deacon Dcn. Howard Schultz 

 Coordinator/Religious Educ  Mrs. Ann Pergosky 

 Director of Music Ministry Mrs. Anne Sitarik 

                                                         and Parish Secretary  

PARISH ORGANIZATIONS 

Ladies Auxiliary Theresa Bieak & Deb Massa 

Men of St. Mary’s Mr. Tom Cengeri 

Pro-Life Committee Mr. John Tucker, O P  

R C I A  Fr. John Maria 

DIOCESAN INFORMATION 

Diocesan Policies and Procedures on Youth Protection:   

 www.allentowndiocese org 

Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator:   

  Wendy S Krisak, Direct Telephone: (800) 791-9209 

Office of Safe Environment Secretary, Youth Protection and 

Catholic Human Services:  Pamela Russo, MSW,  MS  ;  PO 

Box F, Allentown, 181-5-1538   Tele. 610-871-5200 x2204 

Catholic Bishop Abuse Reporting Service:  If you have an 

allegation of abuse against a bishop, please contact the 
Catholic Bishop Abuse Reporting Service: 

www.ReportBishopAbuse org or 800-276-1562 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 Saturday Vigil 4:30 pm 
 Sunday  8:30, 11:00am 
 Daily Masses 7:30am (Monday – Friday) 
  8:00am (First Saturdays) 
ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT - Every 
Wednesday, 7-8 pm and First Friday of the Month, 8 until 9am 
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM – Baptism is celebrated at various 
times, often 11a Mass, the 1st Sunday of the month.  Baptisms are 
also scheduled privately upon arrangement with families.  Parents 
must contact the Religious Ed Office to arrange Baptismal Prep 
sessions and learn all the details. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - Saturday, 3:30-4:20p, 
Sundays 8:00-8:20; 10:30-10:50 am, Wednesdays 7:00-8:00p and 
by appointment  

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK – Those who 
are dangerously ill or facing serious surgery may receive this 
healing Sacrament.  Please contact Father John Maria to make 
arrangements.  

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY – Congratulations!  Couples 

must contact Father John at least six months in advance of desired 
date.  Marriage Preparation is required for proper celebration of a 

valid and Sacramental marriage.  

PROSPECTIVE GODPARENTS/SPONSORS asked to serve as 
Baptismal Godparents or Confirmation sponsor must request an 

eligibility certificate from the parish priest.  To serve in this special 
role parishioners must: Be in full communion with the Catholic 

Church; Attend Mass weekly; have received Sacraments of 
Baptism, Eucharist, Reconciliation & Confirmation; Married 

individuals need be validly married in the Catholic Church.  

Please contact the Parish Office and allow 2 weeks to process.  

HOMEBOUND – Parishioners homebound and unable to attend 

Mass please contact the Parish Office to arrange visitation, to 
receive Holy Communion  

HOSPITALIZED - Call the Rectory to notify of someone in the 

hospital so we can pray for and possibly visit them. Each hospital 
in our Diocesan boundaries is either covered by a local parish or 

has a priest on call at the hospital.  
PARISH MEMBERSHIP - Welcome to St. Mary’s Parish! Please 
contact the Parish Office to meet with Father John and become 
registered.  We also ask those who move to notify the parish  

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION – Education for parish children 
occurs September 10 through April.  Contact Religious Education 
office:  610-683-6454 for registration.  

Center-based 
▪Levels 1 to 5 meet every week, Sundays, 9:40-10:50am 
▪Level 6-8 meet the 2nd & 4th Sundays, 6-8pm 
▪Youth Group (9-12) Stay tuned for upcoming events.  
Home-based Arrangements may be made for select grade levels, 
contact Ann Pergosky 

ST MARY’S CHURCH 

7TH SUNDAY OF EASTER, MAY 12, 2024 
 

 

We pray  
for our 

Mothers, our 
Mother Mary 

and the  
Mother Church 
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Mon 05-13 7:30a Gertrude Silva 

Tue 05-14 7:30a Concetta Talarico 

Wed 05-15 7:30a Edward Godwin 

Thu 05-16 7:30a Jeannette Sherman 

Fri 05-17 7:30a Joh and Howard Markel 

Sat 05-18 4:30p Jeannette Sherman 

Sun 05-19 8:30a Robert Spezialetti 

  11:00a People of the Parish 

Altar flowers are in memory of all Mothers, living and deceased. 

READINGS and CELEBRATIONS for the WEEK 

Sun 05-12 
7th Sunday of Easter- Ac 1:15-17, 20a, 20c-26; 1 

Jn 4:11-16; Jn 17:11b-19 

Mon 05-13 Ac 19:1-8; Jn 16:29-33 

Tue 05-14 Ac 1:15-17, 20-26; Jn 15:9-17 

Wed 05-15 Ac 20:28-38; Jn 17:11b-19 

Thu 05-16 Ac 22:30; 23:6-11; Jn 17:20-26 

Fri 05-17 Ac 25:13b-21; Jn 21:15-19 

Sat 05-18 Ac 28:16-20, 30-31; Jn 21:20-25  

Sun 05-19 
Solemnity of Pentecost- Ac 2:1-11; 1 Co 12:3b-7, 

12-13; Jn 20:19-23 

 MUSIC MINISTRY 

 THIS WEEK NEXT WEEK 

4:30p 
Spanier, Chris DeWald, Heather 

Moore, Mark Casey, Peggy 

8:30a 
Sitarik, Anne Talarico, Tim 

Moore, Mark Cebenko, Steve 

11:00a 
Moore, Mark Thomas, Cathy 

Talarico, Tim Talarico, Tim 

Collections last week: OLG Church Expenses 

Regular Collection $4,208.00 $7,029.95 $19,039.62 

Building Fund $10.00 $1,000.00  

Capital Campaign $60.00 $100.00  

Parish Partnership $10.00 $115.00  

Mother’s Day  $1,072.00  

Other Reg. Collections  $50.00  

HOW DO I SIGN UP FOR ONLINE GIVING? 
1. Visit www.stmaryskutztown.com 

2. Click on the Online Giving link 

3. Complete the online registration form. It's 

that simple!  For more info or help 

setting up your account please contact  

 

Logan Alkons 

Evie Barletta 

Caleb Bauer 

Christopher Bennett 

Claudia Berg 

Greg Bradford 

Monica Bradford 

Bradford family 

Nadia Cahill 

Meaghan Clark 

Colleen Wolff  

Jerome Costanzo 

Kim Costanzo 

Nancy Devlin-

Litinsky 

Dave Ebling 

Trent Eidle 

Patricia Farabaugh 

Ashley Geidner 

Farhat 

Paula Fehlinger 

Florentine Firlein 

Joey Flecher 

Tammy G. 

Joe Galantino 

Michelle Galantino 

Sandra George 

Lucy Ginsiorsky  

Ken Gorski  

Bijou Greenwood 

Muriel Hadnagy  

Devon Hanna  

Jacqueline Hartz  

Linda Haurus  

Kathy Henry  

Lillian Karch 

Michael Karch 

Joanne Kear 

Patricia Keeney 

Jane Kern 

Milton Kern 

Joan Kiwak 

Carol Korbe 

John Korbe 

Cena Knowles 

Henry Kryeski 

Edward & Rosemary 

Law 

Harry Lewellen 

Julie Lindsey 

Eva Malanczuk 

Dennis Martinsen 

Barry, Sharon Miller  

Elaine O. Miller 

Geoff Miller 

Shannon Morris  

Nikolette Nolte  

Diana Novi  

Joanne O’Connell  

Benedicta Otchere 

Rick Padilla  

Ed Pilarski 

Pat Regensburger 

Rosemarie Reimert 

Bill Pettit 

Megan Roth 

Nina Hertzog 

Rundle 

Richard Rusconi 

Tina Scatamacchia 

Jim Sherman 

Barbara Shidisky 

Tracy Snyder 

Nicole Sosik 

Arlene Stadalnik 

Todd Tanis 

Ralph Touch 

Amy Turko 

Charlotte Valuska 

Christine VanDoorn 

Phillip Vazquez 

Joseph Wawrzak 

Bonnie Wessner 

Contact office to update list:  secretary@stmaryskutztown com 
 

“The piety of the Christian people has always very rightly 
sensed a profound link between devotion to the Blessed 

Virgin and worship of the Eucharist.  Mary guides the 
faithful to the Eucharist.”  St. John Paul II 

 

 

 

Please Pray for all those serving our nation 

Keenan Albright 

Kyle Albright 

Michael Barron 

Andrew Barthol 

Frank M. Bieda 

John Boyer 

Matthew Boyer 

Jonathan Cardé 

Eric Cunningham  

Timothy DeVall   

Anthony DiPietro  

Charles Douglass 

Joseph Douglass 

Keith Essig 

Ryan Flanagan 

Kale Follweiler 

Michael Allen Haak 

Diane Henry 

Cmdr. Jason Hoch 

Joshua Joseph  

Dan King  

James Knight 

Nick Marakovits  

Melissa Marks 

Laura Miller 

Spencer Morris 

Heather 

O’Donnell 

Menaka Nayyar & 

Anthony Pirnot  

Jake Schmeck 

Phillip Talarico 

Steve Ziegler 

Contact office to update list: secretary@stmaryskutztown.com 
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EVENTS THIS WEEK 

Sun 05.12 7TH
 SUNDAY OF EASTER 

  Happy Mother’s Day 

  2nd Collection – Capital Improvements 

Mon 05.13 Baptism Prep class, 6:30p 

Tue 05.14 Faith Sharing, 10a 

Wed 05.15 Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, 7p 

Thu 05.16 Music Ministry, 7p 

Sat 05.18 Pray the Rosary, 4p 
 

EVENTS NEXT WEEK 

Sun 05.19 SOLEMNITY OF PENTECOST 

  Catechetical brunch/closing ceremony 

  Men of St. Mary’s meeting, 10a 

 Parish Mission: Adoration 12n-7p 

 Parish Mission: Evening Prayer w/Fr. Searles, 7p 

Mon 05.20  

 Parish Mission: Adoration 8a-7p 

 Parish Mission: Evening Prayer w/Fr. James, 7p 

Tue 05.21   

 Parish Mission: Adoration 8a-7p 

 Parish Mission: Evening Prayer w/Fr. Kuna, 7p 

Wed 05.22 Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, 7p 

Thu 05.23 Music Ministry, 7p 

Sat 05.25 Pray the Rosary, 4p 

  2nd Collection – Parish Partnership 

  Homeless Pet supply collection, REC lot, 4p 

EARLY BULLETIN DEADLINE:  Submit items for June 02 by 

12n May 22.  Submit full-page items two full weeks in advance. 

PARISH MEMBERSHIP:  Welcome!  Please register for parish 

membership.  Call 610-683-7443 for an appointment and 

find out about all the parish has to offer!  Inform us if moving.   

FOUND ITEM:  A gold class ring (St. Matthew class of 

1960?) has been found.  If you think it is yours, to claim it 

contact the parish office. 

BANNS OF ORDINATION:  Rev. Mr. Nikolai 

R. Brelinsky, who has served as traditional 

deacon at St. Mary Church, Kutztown has 

been called to the Order of the Presbyterate 

by His Excellency, Alfred A. Schlert, D. D. 

Bishop of Allentown.  Rev. Mr. Brelinsky 

will be ordained at the Cathedral of St. 

Catharine of Siena, Allentown, on 

Saturday, June 01, 2024. 

BECAUSE WE ARE CATHOLIC ANNUAL APPEAL:  Many 

thanks if you’ve made a pledge to the Because We Are 

Catholic Annual Appeal. A 6-month pledge allows you to 

maximize the amount that you may give with monthly 

payments. For example, a $120 gift to the Appeal would 

take six $20 installments. Remember, every gift counts, no 

matter how big or small. Your generosity supports children 

and families here and through the Allentown Diocese. 

Make your gift:  www.BecauseWeAreCatholic.org. 

St Mary's Parish Mission  

May 19, 20 & 21! 
 Mark your calendar!  Our St. Mary's Parish Mission 

will be our special time for us to gather as a family, to adore 

the Lord in His True Presence and call upon the Holy Spirit.  

Each May, the Church honors mothers and our patroness 

the Blessed Virgin in a special way.   Beginning Pentecost 

Sunday, we will keep her company in prayer before Her 

Divine Son, calling upon the Holy Spirit.   

 Each evening at 7pm,  gather for Adoration of the Blessed 

Sacrament, Evening Prayer, song and reflection. The Holy 

Hour will close with Benediction at 8pm. Guest speakers - 

Fr Mark Searles, Fr. Richard James and Fr. Matthew Kuna 

- will share their own reflections upon the Holy Spirit, the 

Blessed Sacrament and Mary, Mother of the Church.   

 Each day, there will be periods of Eucharistic Adoration 

until 7pm. This is a powerful time of private prayer in the 

Presence of Jesus!  We need ALL slots to be filled by at least 

one (and preferably more) person.  We cannot leave Him 

alone!  Will you make a commitment to adore our Lord 

Jesus Christ and seek the intercession of His Mother for 

your most heartfelt intentions? 

 Please sign up!  Find Sign-up sheets on the Gathering 

Area tables, as well as on the front page of the website.   

Will you keep watch with Him? 

“Take pleasure in remaining in His company: do not lose 
this most precious time, for this hour is of the utmost value 
to the soul, and the Good Jesus desires you to spend it with 

him.”  St. Teresa of Avila 

SCRIPTURE REFLECTION- FATHER JOHN MARIA  

 On this 7th Sunday of Easter, as we celebrate Mother’s 

Day, it’s fitting to reflect upon the Church.  For many 

generations, it has been commonplace to refer to Mother 

Church.  Receptive to the life-giving power of the Holy 

Spirit, nurturing the life of her children, loving them and 

forming them for loving service in the family of the Father, 

the Church ought to be loved as our mother. 

 In our readings, we see the plan of Christ for His Church 

from the very beginning. It was more than any mere human 

organization but conceived to last until His return. In our 

reading from Acts, we find Peter calling for a successor to 

take the place of Judas.   He drew upon God’s Word in 

Scripture, they prayed and then left the final choice in the 

Lord’s hands, by casting lots. This combination of prayer 

and casting lots had Old Testament precedent – in the 

selection of priests for Temple service. 

 The apostles saw themselves as being entrusted with the 

Mission of God who became man, to redeem mankind – 

they were charged to teach and sanctify the whole world. It 

was a priestly mission.  Jesus did not leave us orphans.  He 

founded a Church. 

 In our Gospel, Jesus is praying that those who follow Him 

would be ONE in His Church. 

 In other words, Jesus was praying for YOU.  Today, as 

we express love and pray for our mothers in life, be sure to 

pray for Mother Church as well! 
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COLLECTION for HOMELESS PETS:  Once again the 

homeless pets of our area need our help!  The 

Animal Rescue League and Humane 

Society need the following items:   

• Washed T-Shirts 

• Washed linens, cloths, rags 

• Paper towels 

• Trash bags, latex gloves 

• H/E Laundry detergent 

• Bleach 

• Spray cleaners 

• Cat litter 

• Cat and dog treats  

• Canned/Dry cat/dog 

food 

• Spray cheese/PB 

• Chew/Scratch toys 

• No beds/pillows please 

Items will be collected May 25/26 (30 minutes BEFORE 

Masses, in the REC parking lot).  Questions?  Contact 

Stephanie Stamm:  610-926-1560.    Thank you.   

SAVE THE DATE:  At Masses June 01 Father John will give a 

special blessing for all parish graduates, High 

School, College, post-graduate.  All 2024 

graduates are invited to receive the special Blessing. 

“When we are before the Blessed Sacrament, let us open 
our heart; our good God will open his.  We shall go to him; 
He will come to us; the one to ask, the other to receive.  It 

will be like a breath from one to the other.” St. John Vianney 

ST MONICA MINISTRY HOLY HOUR:  6p May 14.  Are you 

heartbroken because family members have left the Church?  

Join Fr. Frans Berkhout and pray to draw back our loved 

ones who’ve strayed, to give strength and wisdom to those 

who await their return.  Monthly at St. Theresa Church, 

Hellertown.  Info: Celest StMonicaMinistry27@gmail.com 

‘TIS THE MONTH OF OUR MOTHER:  May 20, St. Francis 

Retreat House, Easton.  Honor Mary at a Monday Mini-

Retreat.  May Procession and Crowning outside at 5:30p, 

dinner at 6p.  The Joan Hilstolsky will present Mary Leads 

Us To Christ, ending with Roary.  Donation: $40.  Register 

by May 15, www.stfrancisretreathouse.org 

SFCCA OPEN HOUSE: 5p, May 17.  Learn about Full time 

Prek-10th Grades; Part time options 3rd-10th grades and  

Aftercare options.  Stay for 7p Spring Concert and Patriotic 

Revue!  saintfrancisclassical.com  

CATHOLIC GRANDPARENTS ASSOC: 9:15a, May 18, St. 

Joseph the Worker. Join and pray for our children and 

grandchildren.  Share and learn traditions.  Join a discussion 

of the book Return, on how to bring children and 

grandchildren back to the faith.   

Mother’s Day 
On this Mother’s Day we lift up in prayer all mothers.  

And we pray for mothers who have lost a child, those 

who’ve lost or are estranged from their own mothers, 

and those who struggle or are unable to have a child. 

Pray they may be filled with the Lord’s peace,  

comforted by His love on what may be a challenging 

day. 

 
Frances Kmitas Abbott Lenore Maffei 
Ruth Williams Alkons Ellen Magazino 

Julia Anderson Alice Mayer 
Mary Ann Barakey Dolores Alma Boyer Mayer 

Ella Barna Irene Mayer 
Mary Bartakovits Elicabeth McDonnell 
Ruch Bartakovits Madge McGlinsey 

Barbara Bellus Helen Mehltretter 
Margaret Bennett Kerriann Meitzler 

Norma Berg Jean Mikulec 
Anna H. Bierowski Moms here and in Heaven 

Elizabeth Bierowski My Daughter  
Helen Biniek My Daughter in Law 

Elizabeth Blasiol Myself 
Helen Blasiol Agnes Nehilla 

Catherine Bobeck Rita Nespoli 
Kathleen Bowen Julia Nodich 
Dolores Bradley Zell Ohlrich 

Catherine E. Brady Lorraine Opiekun 
Carrie Breneman April Osterleck 

Julia Bretz Carmela Papiro 
Doris Charney Sonia Pauley 

Florencve Connius Sarah Phillips 
Patricia Coraggio Sophie Porambo 

Carol Corallo Lucy Potapczyk 
Dolores Costello All Raymond Mothers 

Mary Martha Heaps Costello Mary Jane Ricci 
Milena Costello Rose Ricci 
Snow Costello Sarah Esterly Robleto 
Sonja Costello Kate Saab 
Carrie DeLong Lucy Salerno 

Sophie DeSanctis Madeline Sauppee 
Eleanor DeVaul Katharine Schlesselman 

Mrs. Marion Dietrich Lorraine Schesselman 
Christine Donchez Anne Schultz 

Olive Dougherty Judy Sherman 
Anna Dudjak Catharine Slodysko 
Sally Dunkel Lillian Smith 
Sophie Durs Anna Soga 
Mary Ehrets Betty Sosik 

Alrida Eustice Anna Spitzer 
Anna M. Falcone Theresa Spitzer 

Mrs. Betty Fiel Angelina Stanislao 
Donna Feiertag Verna Thomas 

All Fiore Mothers Anna Tontini 
Mary Fiori Jean Vasko 

Eleanor R. Frantz Mary Voli 
Corinne Garza Anna Warkala 

Florence Gaughan Frances K. Warkala 
Eleanor A. Giachero Edith Weaver 

Irene Giachero Anna Weber 
Joan Marie Hase Anna Weber 

Linda A. Hase Mary McAdara Williams 
Alice M. Heffner Rita Williams 

Betty Hertzog Catherine Wolff 
Joan Hock Arlene Yob 

Jenny Kopchick Julianna Zezoney 
Thelma Kenney Alice Zimmerman 

Bessie Kuklewicz Betty Zimmerman 
Mrs. Donisea Lauza Diane Carrol Zwalinski 
Bernadette Levitsky  
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FRIEND SHIP MINISTRY:  2-4p, May 19 (3rd Sundays), St. 

Ann parish, Emmaus.  Ministry for young adults with 

disabilities (19-35).  Foster friendships and belonging 

through fun, service, spiritual activities.  Contact:  

mciofalo@comcast.net 

DAILY MASSES WITH BISHOP SCHLERT, BECAUSE WE ARE 

CATHOLIC:  All are invited to celebrate with the Bishop:  

May 22, 8:30a  - St. Joseph the Worker, Orefield  

A HEART OF COMPASSION: A Weekend Retreat-June 07-

09, St. Francis Retreat House, Easton. Journey with 

Boundless Compassion facilitators Joan Doherty, Sr. Meg 

Cole SSJ, and Peg Choinski as they explore various aspects 

of compassion.  Register at stfrancisretreathouse.org or call 

610-258-3053 x0 to learn more. 

RETROUVAILLE:  Rediscover the Love in your Marriage.  

Thousands of couples have healed their marriages at 

Retrouvaille (retru-vee).  Get help for marriage problems, 

difficulties or crises.  Learn to build communication skills 

and increase intimacy.  Next weekend program:  Aug. 09-

11-18 at the Family Life Center in Malvern.  Info or 

Register:  215-766-3944 or 800-470-2230.  All inquiries strictly 

confidential.  www.HelpOurMarriage.org 

2025-PILGRIMAGE TO ITALY WITH BISHOP SCHLERT & FR. 

HOFFA: Tue. March 25, 2025-Sat. April 3, 2025.  The 

Diocese of Allentown Int’l Pilgrimage will “Follow the 

Footsteps of Saints Peter and Paul” through Florence, 

Assisi, and Rome. Sign up: Fr. Allen Hoffa  

ahoffa@allentowndiocese.org or 610-921-2729 x 2205. 

MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE:  Check out HGA Regional 

School’s online lip sync competition entry to raise funds for 

Catholic schools in the Diocese of Allentown.  The students 

had so much fun planning and filming their video!  Visit: 

www.WeLoveOurCatholicSchools.com  to see the video 

and Cast Your Vote for HGA!  Sharie with friends and 

support Diocesan Schools.  Offline donations by cash/check 

also accepted thru May 31, 2024.  Thank you! 

Word of Life: “Radical solidarity compels us to come 

alongside vulnerable mothers in profound friendship, 

compassion, and support for both them and their preborn 

children. It requires us to address the fundamental 

challenges that lead an expectant mother to believe she is 

unable to welcome the child God has entrusted to her. We 

must do all we can to provide mothers, children, and 

families with the support they need to flourish. This cannot 

be accomplished by laws or policy alone, but requires the 

continual transformation of our own hearts, recognizing in 

every person the face of Christ, and placing their needs 

before our own.” ~ USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life 

Activities, “Radical Solidarity”   

HGA REGIONAL SCHOOL-KINDERGARTEN 

REGISTRATION:  2024-2025 school year registration is open!  

Learn more, contact Kelly Prechtl: kelpre@hgaschool.org 

EXPLORE *NEW* DIOCESAN EMPLOYMENT OPENINGS 

Visit:  www allentowndiocese org/about/employment 

REFLECTION… by Rev. Leonard N. Peterson  

Sweet sonnets and lovely songs have been written in which 

one partner tells his/her beloved other that “you’re always 

on my mind.” That’s how love affects thought patterns, no 

matter one’s age. It is a fit subject for wonder and praise. 

An intimate thing. A beautiful human thing. 

 Today we are allowed to “overhear” Our Lord, through 

the medium of John’s gospel, express in prayer not only 

His love for His Father, but also even for Judas. That 

troubled man had just left the Upper Room to begin his 

ultimate act of betrayal. Our Lord’s prayer is especially 

remarkable, because in only a matter of hours, His captors 

would arrive to nab Him to lead Him away. They would 

rewrite the story of love at its best. But it would be told via 

terrible torture and a despicable death. What strength of 

mind and heart our Savior had to pray like He did. Even 

then He was always concerned for “the other.” 

 That “other” in this context even included Judas. What 

a sad and confused man, this one of the chosen Twelve 

turned out to be. Forever after this night, his name would 

become synonymous with all kinds of treachery. To accuse 

another of being a Judas is the final blow in a slow or 

sudden breakdown of trust. 

 While we have no inherent right to play God by placing 

Judas in hell, we dare not. True, his crime was of the devil. 

The Victim was God in the flesh. But we, in our small and 

petty ways have done measurably evil with our repeated 

habits of sin against the same Victim. 

 We must humbly admit that our sins nailed Jesus to the 

wood of the cross just as surely as the ignorant soldiers of 

Rome. He hangs there to make amends for our sins. We 

know that their weight almost crushed Our Lord. He 

“became sin” in St. Paul’s powerful description. 

 Yet, by God’s grace, we can share in the triumph of the 

Third Day. In a very real way, we might even claim to be 

“always on Jesus’ mind,” The question follows like day 

follows night: “Is Jesus always on our minds?” 

Do we take advantage of the big and small ways that life 

offers to prove it? 

 During the season of Super Bowl I, the great 

quarterback Bart Starr had a little incentive scheme going 

with his oldest son. For every perfect paper Bart Junior 

brought home from school, Starr gave him ten cents. After 

a particularly rough game against St. Louis, in which Starr 

felt he had performed poorly, he returned home weary and 

battered, late at night after a long plane ride. But he 

couldn’t help feeling better when he reached his bedroom. 

There attached to his pillow was a note: “Dear Dad, I 

thought you played a great game. Love, Bart.” Taped to 

the note were two dimes. 

 God love you and keep Him in mind. 
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