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14833 Kutztown Road Kutztown, PA 19530
www.StMarysKutztown com
www.facebook com/stmaryskutztown

Church, Meeting Rooms, Business & Parish Offices:
Phone : 610-683-7443 Fax : 610-683-7625
Email: Parish@StMarysKutztown com
Religious Education Center: 610-683-6454
Email: RelEd@StMarysKutztown com

PASTORAL MINISTRY
Pastor Fr John Maria
Pastor Emeritus Rev. Msgr Walter T Scheaffer
Transitional Deacon Rev. Mr. N. Romero Brelinsky
Permanent Deacon Dcn. Howard Schultz
Coordinator/Religious Educ Mrs. Ann Pergosky
Director of Music Ministry Mrs. Anne Sitarik

     and Parish Secretary
PARISH ORGANIZATIONS

Ladies Auxiliary Theresa Bieak & Deb Massa
Men of St. Mary’s Mr. Tom Cengeri
Pro-Life Committee Mr. John Tucker, O P
R C I A Fr. John Maria

DIOCESAN INFORMATION
Diocesan Policies and Procedures on Youth Protection:  
www.allentowndiocese org

Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator:  
  Wendy S Krisak, Direct Telephone: (800) 791-9209
Office of Safe Environment Secretary, Youth Protection and 
Catholic Human Services:  Pamela Russo, MSW, MS  ;  PO 
Box F, Allentown, 181-5-1538   Tele. 610-871-5200 x2204

Catholic Bishop Abuse Reporting Service:  If you have an 
allegation of abuse against a bishop, please contact the 
Catholic Bishop Abuse Reporting Service:
www.ReportBishopAbuse org or 800-276-1562

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil 4:30 pm
Sunday 8:30, 11:00am
Daily Masses 7:30am (Monday – Friday)

8:00am (First Saturdays)
ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT - Every 
Wednesday, 7-8 pm and First Friday of the Month, 8 until 9am
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM – Baptism is celebrated at various 
times, often 11a Mass, the 1st Sunday of the month. Baptisms are 
also scheduled privately upon arrangement with families.  Parents 
must contact the Religious Ed Office to arrange Baptismal Prep 
sessions and learn all the details.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - Saturday, 3:30-4:20p, 
Sundays 8:00-8:20; 10:30-10:50 am, Wednesdays 7:00-8:00p and 
by appointment

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK – Those who 
are dangerously ill or facing serious surgery may receive this 
healing Sacrament.  Please contact Father John Maria to make 
arrangements.

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY – Congratulations!  Couples 
must contact Father John at least six months in advance of desired 
date.  Marriage Preparation is required for proper celebration of a
valid and Sacramental marriage.

PROSPECTIVE GODPARENTS/SPONSORS asked to serve as 
Baptismal Godparents or Confirmation sponsor must request an
eligibility certificate from the parish priest.  To serve in this special 
role parishioners must: Be in full communion with the Catholic 
Church; Attend Mass weekly; have received Sacraments of 
Baptism, Eucharist, Reconciliation & Confirmation; Married 
individuals need be validly married in the Catholic Church.  
Please contact the Parish Office and allow 2 weeks to process.

HOMEBOUND – Parishioners homebound and unable to attend 
Mass please contact the Parish Office to arrange visitation, to 
receive Holy Communion

HOSPITALIZED - Call the Rectory to notify of someone in the 
hospital so we can pray for and possibly visit them. Each hospital 
in our Diocesan boundaries is either covered by a local parish or 
has a priest on call at the hospital.

PARISH MEMBERSHIP - Welcome to St. Mary’s Parish! Please
contact the Parish Office to meet with Father John and become 
registered.  We also ask those who move to notify the parish

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION – Education for parish children 
occurs September 10 through April.  Contact Religious Education 
office:  610-683-6454 for registration.

Center-based
▪Levels 1 to 5 meet every week, Sundays, 9:40-10:50am
▪Level 6-8 meet the 2nd & 4th Sundays, 6-8pm
▪Youth Group (9-12) Stay tuned for upcoming events.
Home-based Arrangements may be made for select grade levels, 
contact Ann Pergosky

ST MARY’S CHURCH

5TH SUNDAY OF EASTER, APRIL 28, 2024

olic Bishop Abuse Reporting Service:
w.ReportBishopAbuse org or 800-276-1562

5TH SUNDA
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Mon 04-29 7:30a Anton and Malini Fernando
Tue 04-30 7:30a Paul Vasko, Sr.
Wed 05-01 7:30a Joseph Andros, Jr.
Thu 05-02 7:30a Intentions of Joseph Godwin

Fri 05-03 7:30a
Intentions of Dennis and Sharon 

Godwin
Sat 05-04 8:00a Intentions of Godwin family

4:30p Stanley Nolan
Sun 05-05 8:30a Bob Wolff

11:00a People of the Parish

Altar flowers are in memory of Tom and Jane Quirk this week.

READINGS and CELEBRATIONS for the WEEK

Sun 04-28
5th Sunday of Easter- Ac 9:26-31; 1 Jn 3:18-24; 
Jn 15:1-8

Mon 04-29 Ac 14:5-18; Jn 14:21-26
Tue 04-30 Ac 14:19-28; Jn 14:27-31a
Wed 05-01 Ac 15:1-6; Jn 15:1-8
Thu 05-02 Ac 15:7-21; Jn 15:9-11
Fri 05-03 1 Co 15:1-8; Jn 14:6-14
Sat 05-04 Ac 16:1-10; Jn 15:18-21

Sun 05-05 6th Sunday of Easter- Ac 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48; 
1 Jn 4:7-10; Jn 15:9-17

MUSIC MINISTRY

THIS WEEK NEXT WEEK

4:30p
Moore, Mark Sitarik, Anne
Casey, Peggy Casey, Peggy

8:30a
Skoronski, Nathan Skoronski, Nate
Cebenko, Steve Cebenko, Steve

11:00a
DeWald, Heather Pirnot, Tom
Talarico, Tim Skoronski, Kate

Collection info: 04/07 OLG Church Expenses

Regular Collection $3,224.00 $3,847.75 $4,821.86

Building Fund $25.00 $1,000.00

Capital Campaign $200.00 $20.00

Parish Partnership $140.00 $35.00

Other Reg. Collections $85.00

HOW DO I SIGN UP FOR ONLINE GIVING?
1. Visit www.stmaryskutztown.com
2. Click on the Online Giving link
3. Complete the online registration form. It's 

that simple!  For more info or help 
setting up your account please contact

Logan Alkons
Evie Barletta
Caleb Bauer
Christopher Bennett
Claudia Berg
Greg Bradford
Monica Bradford
Bradford family
David Byer
Nadia Cahill
Drew Cengeri
Meaghan Clark
Colleen Wolff 
Jerome Costanzo
Kim Costanzo
Nancy Devlin-
Litinsky

Dave Ebling
Trent Eidle
Patricia Farabaugh
Ashley Geidner
Farhat

Paula Fehlinger
Florentine Firlein
Joey Flecher
Tammy G.
Joe Galantino
Michelle Galantino
Sandra George

Lucy Ginsiorsky
Ken Gorski 
Bijou Greenwood
Muriel Hadnagy
Devon Hanna 
Jacqueline Hartz
Linda Haurus 
Kathy Henry
Lillian Karch
Michael Karch
Joanne Kear
Patricia Keeney
Jane Kern
Milton Kern
Joan Kiwak
Carol Korbe
John Korbe
Cena Knowles
Henry Kryeski
Edward & Rosemary 
Law

Harry Lewellen
Julie Lindsey
Eva Malanczuk
Dennis Martinsen
Barry, Sharon Miller 
Elaine O. Miller
Geoff Miller

Shannon Morris
Nikolette Nolte 
Diana Novi 
Joanne O’Connell 
Benedicta Otchere
Rick Padilla
Ed Pilarski
Pat Regensburger
Rosemarie Reimert
Bill Pettit
Megan Roth
Nina Hertzog 
Rundle

Richard Rusconi
Tina Scatamacchia
Jim Sherman
Barbara Shidisky
Tracy Snyder
Nicole Sosik
Arlene Stadalnik
Todd Tanis
Ralph Touch
Amy Turko
Charlotte Valuska
Christine VanDoorn
Phillip Vazquez
Joseph Wawrzak
Bonnie Wessner

Contact office to update list:  secretary@stmaryskutztown com

Remember in your Prayers   Eric 
Rineman of our parish.  Eternal rest 
grant unto him, O Lord, and let 
perpetual light shine upon him. Amen

Please Pray for all those serving our nation

Keenan Albright
Kyle Albright
Michael Barron
Andrew Barthol
Frank M. Bieda
John Boyer
Matthew Boyer
Jonathan Cardé
Ryan Cengeri
Eric Cunningham 
Timothy DeVall 

Anthony DiPietro 
Charles Douglass
Joseph Douglass
Keith Essig
Ryan Flanagan
Kale Follweiler
Michael Allen Haak
Diane Henry
Cmdr. Jason Hoch
Joshua Joseph 
Dan King 
James Knight 

Nick Marakovits 
Melissa Marks
Laura Miller
Spencer Morris
Heather 
O’Donnell

Menaka Nayyar & 
Anthony Pirnot 
Jake Schmeck
Phillip Talarico
Steve Ziegler

Contact office to update list: secretary@stmaryskutztown.com
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EVENTS THIS WEEK
Sun 04.28 5TH SUNDAY OF EASTER

2nd Collection – Parish Partnership
Closing Mass for Religious Education, 8:30a
Coffee & Donuts, plus Dcn. Romero 
reception

Junior High closing celebration, 6p
Tue 04.30 Faith Sharing, 10a
Wed 05.01 Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, 7-8p
Thu 05.02 Music Ministry, 7p
Fri 05.03 Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, 8-9a

Mary’s Café, Morning Edition, 10a
Level 3 1st Communion Practice, 6:30p

Sat 05.04 1st Saturday daily Mass, 8a
Pray the Rosary, 4p
2nd Collection – Mother’s Day

EVENTS NEXT WEEK
Sun 05.05 6TH SUNDAY OF EASTER

Level 3 First Communion Mass
Mon 05.06 Baptism Prep class, 6:30p
Tue 05.07 Faith Sharing, 10a

Ladies Auxiliary meeting, 6:30p
Wed 05.08 Handiwork from the Heart mtg., 10a

Vigil Mass for Ascension Thursday, 7p
Thu 05.09 SOLEMNITY OF ASCENSION OF THE LORD

Mass times:  12n and 7p
Parish Office Closed

Sat 05.11 Pray the Rosary, 4p
2nd Collection – Capital Improvements

BULLETIN DEADLINE:  Submit items by 12n one week prior 
to Sunday.  Submit full-page items two full weeks in advance.

PARISH MEMBERSHIP:  Welcome!  Please register for parish 
membership.  Call 610-683-7443 for an appointment and 
find out about all the parish has to offer!  Inform us if moving.  

MOTHER’S DAY ENVELOPES were not included in the April 
envelope mailing.  To include names on the Remember our 

Mothers list on May 12 look for blank Mother’s Day 
envelopes in the Gathering area.  Father will keep these

intentions on the altar for the month of May.

BAPTISM PREP CLASSES will be 6:30p May 06 and 13.  
Contact Ann Pergosky to sign up:  610-683-6454

SOLEMNITY OF ASCENSION DAY-
Thursday, May 09 is a Holy Day of 
Obligation.  Celebrate Jesus’ 
Ascension into Heaven!  
Masses: 7p May 17; 12n & 7p May 18

The 2024 Because We Are Catholic Annual Appeal is 
underway! Our parish support is a vital part of 
this Diocesan-wide effort to serve children 
and families in our own community and 
throughout the Diocese of Allentown. Scan 
the QR code, make your gift today at 
www.BecauseWeAreCatholic.org. Thank you! 

MARY'S CAFÉ MORNING EDITION:  God is Calling!
On Friday, May 03 at 10am all are invited to join 
Father John at Mary's Cafe. “God is Calling!”  All too 
often, we think only a few special people have a calling 

from God, and the rest of us just wander around on our 
own. Not so!

God IS calling, but can we hear Him? Are we willing to 
take His call? The evening will mention vocations to 
marriage, religious life and the priesthood, but will focus 
upon the UNIVERSAL call to holiness for all of us – at every 
stage of life!  From there, we can discern our particular call 
from God, and encourage others to do the same.  Join us!

Mark your calendar!  St Mary's will 
have a Parish Mission on May 19, 20 & 21!

What is a Parish Mission?  It's a time to come together as a 
parish family, to adore the Lord in His True Presence and 
call upon the Holy Spirit. Each May, the Church honors 
mothers and the Blessed Virgin in a special way.  

Beginning on Pentecost Sunday, we will keep her 
company in prayer before Her Divine Son, calling upon the 
Holy Spirit. Our guest speakers - Fr Mark Searles, Fr. 
Richard James and Fr. Matthew Kuna - will share their own 
reflections upon the Holy Spirit, the Blessed Sacrament and 
Mary, Mother of the Church.

Each evening at 7pm, we gather for Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament, Evening Prayer, song and reflection. 
The Holy Hour will close with Benediction around 8pm.  
Each day - Sunday, Monday & Tuesday - there will be 
periods of Eucharistic Adoration until 7pm. Plan to make a 
commitment to adore our Lord Jesus Christ and seek the 
intercession of His Mother for your most heartfelt 
intentions. Watch future bulletins for more details in 
committing to a time of adoration!  

SCRIPTURE REFLECTION- FATHER JOHN MARIA

Our readings today remind us of the intimate connection 
that the Lord desires for us – those disciples gathered at the 
Last Supper, those among the first generation of the 
Church, and His disciples in every generation.

In the Gospel, we have the beautiful passage where Jesus 
uses the analogy of the Vine and the Branches. He is the 
vine; we are the branches. He desires to give us life, and 
ongoing nourishment. He desires that we bear much fruit –
not by striking out on our own as free agents, but by 
remaining connected to Him. This is not merely a charming 
figure of speech, because the converse is true. Without 
Him, we cannot bear fruit. Jesus says very starkly that apart 
from Him, we can do nothing!

And so, how do we remain in Jesus, the true Vine?
In the second reading, St. John tells us one way: “those 

who keep His commandments remain in Him.” Elsewhere 
in John’s gospel (John 6:56), Jesus gives us an additional 
way: “He who eats my flesh and drinks my blood, remains 
in me, and I in him.”  In the Holy Eucharist, we remain in 
Him, and He strengthens the bond between us.

This week, thank God for His true Presence in the Holy 
Eucharist and for the nourishment He provides. And let us 
pray for the grace to remain in Him—that we may bear fruit 
that will last!

M
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DEACON BRELINSKY TO BE ORDAINED JUNE 01:  Deacon 
N. Romero Brelinsky has been a great blessing to our parish 
since his diaconate assignment began in June 2023. His 
formal assignment with us has come to an end as he finishes 
his last semester at seminary and prepares to be ordained a 
priest on June 1. The Bishop will inform him that day of 
the new parish he will be assigned to serve.

Dcn. Brelinsky be with us the weekend of April 27 & 28, 
There is a Farewell Gathering at "coffee & donuts" in rm. 
117/122 after 8:30am Mass. There will also be 
a reception on Saturday June 1 at 2pm in the 
social hall, where Father Brelinsky will greet 
people and give "first blessings" - a beautiful 
and powerful blessing from newly-ordained 
priests. More details will follow as that time
nears.

Please keep Deacon Romero in your prayers 
as he approaches his special day!

YOU MAY HAVE NOTICED... The Bishop announced in 
February: effective June 18, Fr. John Maria will also add 
the role of Director of Vocations, Diocese of Allentown.  
Please note he is not leaving St Mary's!  In this new 
responsibility, he’ll oversee assisting formation of current 
seminarians as they discern the call to the priesthood and 
promote vocations throughout the diocese.  Please pray for 
Fr. John, and above all, pray for vocations to the priesthood!

MASSES FOR THE "PEOPLE OF THE PARISH":  Perhaps 
you’ve seen in the bulletin the Mass intention is offered for 
the “People of the Parish”.   One might speculate this is 
used for an otherwise "unfilled slot", but that is not the case!  
By canon law, a pastor is obliged to apply a Mass for the 
people entrusted to him on each Sunday and holy day of 
obligation.  There are some alternative options, but the 
norm is to have one weekend Mass reserved for this 
purpose.

It is also interesting that this applies to registered 
parishioners, and ALL those within territorial boundaries, 
whether Catholic or not.  This is because a pastor has a 
certain spiritual responsibility for all souls within the parish 
territory. (No wonder he looks tired!)

Offering Mass "Pro Populo" ("for the people") is one of 
the ways a priest prays for all the intentions people have - a 
sick mother, a grieving widow, a wayward son, an 
unemployed husband, etc.  Even if you have not asked, rest 
assured that your needs are being prayed for at Mass.

ADULT CONFIRMATION AT CATHEDRAL: 11:30a, May 19 
Bishop Schlert will celebrate Mass wherein he will confirm 
adults of our Diocese.  Those to be confirmed are those 
adults who were baptized in the Roman Catholic Church, 
received their First Holy Communion, are catechized, but 
never confirmed.  Please contact Fr. John Maria to discuss 
necessary instruction, and registration with the Bishop!

DAILY MASSES WITH BISHOP SCHLERT, BECAUSE WE ARE 

CATHOLIC:  All are invited to celebrate with the Bishop:
May 22, 8:30a  - St. Joseph the Worker, Orefield 
Sept. 9, 8:00a - Our Lady of Mercy, Easton 
Sept. 12, 8:00a - Holy Guardian Angels, Reading 

Dear brothers and sisters of St. Mary's parish,

After ten months serving as deacon here at St. Mary's, I 
can only describe it as home. Not only have I grown 
familiar with the uniqueness of the sanctuary and the 
celebration of Mass here, but I have come to appreciate the 
real devotion and faith with which this parish worships Our 
Lord. I have found so many parishioners to be kind and 
generous. I have looked forward to seeing familiar faces and 
new ones each week. The parish quickly began to feel not 
like an assignment, but a real home to me.

Now the time is coming for me to move on to someplace 
new. Bishop Schlert has called me and will ordain me a 
priest come June. At that point, he will assign me 
somewhere else to gain different experience in ministry; 
most likely as an assistant in another parish. Within the due 
excitement, I also feel pretty sad to be departing. I will only 
ever have one “Deacon parish” to remember and it will 
forever be St. Mary's.

So, I want to say a hardy thank you. Thank you to 
everyone who has been a part of my journey this year – not 
only my journey to the priesthood, but my journey as a 
Christian. My own faith has been strengthened by the 
faithful witness of so many people in our parish here. I do 
not limit that to the dedicated “church mice” either; those 
who attend daily Mass or sing every hymn, etc. Some of the 
greatest witnesses are those for whom faith is challenging or 
unfamiliar. Whether you come to receive holy communion 
daily or cross your arms for a blessing, I thank you for 
teaching me what a devoted faith in Jesus Christ can look 
like. Your witness is a priceless gift.

Please continue to pray for me. After eight years in 
seminary (plus one working in a parish!), I am excited to be 
done with classes and to begin full-time ministry. Yet, I 
know that the priesthood depends not simply on academics 
or training, but on the powerful grace of God. Brothers and 
sisters, please pray that God will give me His grace in 
abundance! Pray also for more vocations!

It will be my great honor to come back on future 
weekends to celebrate Mass in the parish which has become 
my home for a time. I will be praying for all of the 
parishioners here, as well as for Fr. John and the other 
clergy. I look forward to seeing familiar and new faces 
whenever I am blessed to return. Until then, I remain,

Joyfully in Christ,

your Deacon Nikolai Romero Brelinski

HGA NYC SHRINE HOP!  May 02.  Seating limited.  Depart 
HGA, Reading.  Visit Cathedral of the Sacred Heart, 
Newark, NJ; St. Frances Zavier Cabrini Shrine, NYC, and 
lunch there; tour of St. Patrick’s Old Cathedral; then St 
Patrick’s Cathedral.  Dinner on your own, return about 10p.  
Cost $120 pp.  RSVP by 04/28: www.hgaparish.com

ANNUAL GOLF OUTING:  May 17, Blackwood Golf Course, 
510 Red Corner Rd, Douglassville. Hosted by St. Benedict’s 
Knights of Columbus.  Shotgun start 8:45a, 4-person 
scramble.  Incl. breakfast, cart, snacks, beverage and Steak 
dinner.  Sign up by May 01.  $120 individual/$400 per 
foursome; Benefits in part St. Francis Hospice Care. Info 
and for sponsorships call Joe Drahus:  610-763-2844
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SPAGHETTI DINNER & BAKE SALE:  4:30-7p, May 01 at 
Victor Emmanuel II, 311 Hazel St, Reading.  Dinner $12 
per person; Dine-In or Take-Out.  Your ticket will also be 
entered for a variety of prizes.  For tickets: Holy Rosary 
Church-610-373-5579 and Sacred Heart Church-610-372-
4010.  Proceeds benefit both parishes.

HAIL MARY, OUR BEAUTIFUL MOTHER RETREAT:  May 
10-12, a Co-Ed Marian Retreat with Fr. Chris Alar at 
Malvern Retreat House.  Fr. Alar is Provincial Superior of 
the Marian Fathers of the Immaculate Conception and a 
host on EWTN.  Cost: $325; Space is limited.  
Info/Register: www.malvernretreat.com

"Synod Listening Sessions: WHAT WE LEARNED" Mini 
Retreat May 20, St. Francis Retreat House, Easton. With 
Carol Swavely & Joan Hilstolsky. 6p Dinner, then 7-9p 
talk. Register: stfrancisretreathouse.org (click event tab/  mini-
retreats). Onsite: $40 (by May 10); virtual: $25 (by May 15).

MEN'S RETREAT GROUP AT MALVERN RETREAT HOUSE:  
May 17-19.  With the Mid-May Group’s 102nd consecutive
retreat at St. Joseph’s-in-the-Hills, and the Archbishop 
Fitzmaurice Group, Dioc. of Wilmington, together for over 80 
years. Our retreat weekend event is Pentecost weekend and 
open to the men of the diocese, along with their sons, 
grandsons, brothers, cousins, and friends. Contact John 
Graham: jgraham9008@outlook.com

2025-PILGRIMAGE TO ITALY WITH BISHOP SCHLERT & FR.
HOFFA: Tue. March 25, 2025-Sat. April 3, 2025.  The 
Diocese of Allentown Int’l Pilgrimage will “Follow the 
Footsteps of Saints Peter and Paul” through Florence, 
Assisi, and Rome. Sign up: Fr. Allen Hoffa  
ahoffa@allentowndiocese.org or 610-921-2729 x 2205.

MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE:  Check out HGA Regional 
School’s online lip sync competition entry to raise funds for 
Catholic schools in the Diocese of Allentown.  The students 
had so much fun planning and filming their video!  Visit: 
www.WeLoveOurCatholicSchools.com to see the video 
and Cast Your Vote for HGA!  Sharie with friends and 
support Diocesan Schools.  Offline donations by cash/check 
also accepted thru May 31, 2024.  Thank you!

Word of Life: “Virgin of Guadalupe, Patroness of 
unborn children, we implore your intercession for every 
child at risk of abortion. … Guide our public officials to 
defend each and every human life through just laws. Inspire 
us all to bring our faith into public life, to speak for those 
who have no voice. We ask this in the name of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, who is Love and Mercy itself. Amen.” ~ 
USCCB ; Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities, “A Prayer to 
Our Lady of Guadalupe”

HGA REGIONAL SCHOOL-KINDERGARTEN 

REGISTRATION:  2024-2025 school year registration is open!  
Learn more, contact Kelly Prechtl: kelpre@hgaschool.org

EXPLORE *NEW* DIOCESAN EMPLOYMENT OPENINGS 

Visit:  www allentowndiocese org/about/employment

REFLECTION… by Rev. Leonard N. Peterson

Way back in the mid 1960’s, a Canadian 
communication theorist named Marshall McLuhan coined 
the phrase “The medium is the message.” He proposed that 
a communication medium itself, not the messages it 
carries, should be the primary focus of study. He showed 
that artifacts such as media affect any society by their 
characteristics, or content.

All we have to do to get the “message” Our Lord Jesus 
preached is to observe Him striding across the pages of the 
New Testament to validate McLuhan’s theory. Of course, 
we believers treasure His every word, and we can build our 
lives around them. But we can watch Him in our 
imaginations and see the very Word of God live His 
earthbound existence and conclude that He is truth itself. If 
only a nervous Pilate had waited for Jesus’ answer to his 
question “What is truth?” on that fateful Friday long ago! 
But then we know that the procurator had proven 
unworthy of a response.

Today’s beautiful yet profound self-identification of 
Jesus as the vine and we as the branches has reverberated 
down the centuries as a message to be treasured. Bold it 
was indeed, because Jesus was replacing a well-known 
description of Israel as a vine with Himself. We need not 
be wine merchants to grasp the meaning. The fact that 
Jesus was and is the perfect medium to express who God is 
and what He is about in His plan for salvation brings 
comfort to our Faith and enlivens our Hope.

What the resurrection of Jesus is the ultimate seal of 
approval from God the Father of all that Jesus said and 
did. In a time when “transparency” has become so 
necessary in the popular culture worn out by so much 
political scheming and even by questionable behavior of 
some senior Church prelates, we can rejoice in the 
straightforwardness of Jesus. He spoke the truth and lived 
it even when it was unpopular. Even when it invited hatred 
and inevitably crucifixion.

How do we maintain our connection with Jesus as 
branches in our time? How do we avoid the trap set by our 
contemporary culture to believe whatever the media touts 
as true? The answer is right before us in today’s Gospel 
passage. “My Father is glorified when you bear much fruit 
and become my disciples.” Bearing fruit becomes our job. 
Preserving true loyalty to Christ is the only way to “live 
and move and have our being.” That in turn leads to our 
own resurrection. But do we get the message?

The story is told of a politician who, after receiving the 
proof of a portrait, was very angry with the photographer. 
He stormed back to the studio and arrived with these angry 
words: “This picture does not do me justice!” The 
photographer replied. “Sir, with a face like yours, you 
don’t need justice, you need mercy!”

God love you and give you His peace.



* Ascension Day Holy Day Mass:   

May 08 7p; May 09 12n and 7p,– Please arrive early to serve at any of  these times. 
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 May 2024 
 May 04/05 May 08/09 

Ascension Day 
May 11/12 May 18/19 May 25/26 

 Music Ministry 
4:30p Sitarik, Anne  Spanier, Chris DeWald, Heather Spanier, Amelia 

 Casey, Peggy *volunteer Moore, Mark Casey, Peggy Casey, Peggy 

8:30a Skoronski, Nate  Sitarik, Anne Talarico, Tim Spanier, Chris 

 Cebenko, Steve *volunteer Moore, Mark Cebenko, Steve Cebenko, Steve 

11:00a Pirnot, Tom  Moore, Mark Thomas, Cathy Sitarik, Anne 

 Skoronski, Kate *volunteer Talarico, Tim Talarico, Tim Talarico, Tim 

 Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministry 

4:30p Zawaly, Sue  Ballantyne, Marie Arnold, Ellen Arentz, Bill 

 Zawaly, Joe *volunteer Klopp, Daryl Otruba, Pam Arentz, Stephanie 

8:30a Schnabl, Janice  Ganser, Steve Cengeri, Tom Althouse, Katrina 

 Sedlack, Tom *volunteer Hilburt, Laura Tucker, John Phillips. Rita 

11:00a Pirnot , Ann  Gallagher, John Neumann, Sue Kropf, Walter 

 Wanner, Theresa *volunteer Thomas, Dan Wanner, Theresa Pirnot, Ann 

 Lector & Commentator 

4:30p c-Sosik, Carm *volunteer c-Eshbach, Valetta c-Taylor, Elizabeth c-Kasopsky, Susan 

 l-Eshbach, Valetta  l-Zawaly, Patty l-Hertzog, Darlene l-Larash, Frances 

8:30a c-Skrip, Stormy *volunteer c-Shidisky, Joe c-Zettle, Stave c-Skoronski, Wendy 

 l-Shidisky, Joe  l-Skoronski, Wendy l-Mehltretter, John l-Pangrazi, Ron 

11:00a c-Thomas, Cathy *volunteer c-Wilson, Sarah c-Kopchick, Karen c-Bauman, Lesley 

 l-Wilson, Sarah  l-Kasopsky, Susan l-Bauman, Lesley l-Jones, Anne 

 Altar Server Ministry 

4:30p Zachary S. *volunteer Carter G. Zachary S. Carter G. 

      

      

8:30a Jackson M. *volunteer Maya M. Logan O. Steven D. 

 John S.  Alyssa O. Grayson P. Connor S. 

      

11:00a Anthony C. *volunteer Volunteer Server Alexa N. Anthony C. 

      

      

 Greeter Ministry 

4:30p Galantino Family *volunteer Arnold Family Arnold Family Galantino Family 

8:30a Sedlack Family  Phillips Family Sedlack Family Skoronski Family 

11:00a Men of  St. Mary’s  Gabriel, Mike Rauenzahn, Cathy Wroblewski, D J 

 Collection Volunteers 

Sundays Lanyi, Ohl, 
Moore 

None Phillips, Zettles Bennett, Moran, 
Tempesco 

Arnolds, Boderman 

 Rosary Leader-Saturdays 

4:00p Skoronski, Wendy None Eshbach, Valetta Zettle, Steve Arentz, Stephanie 
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RICHARD L.RICHARD L.
GESCHWINDTGESCHWINDT
ATTORNEY AT LAW

203 E. NOBLE AVENUE
SHOEMAKERSVILLE, PA 19555

Phone: 610-562-7125
2 Locations! Open Sunday!

Locally owned and operated, Ozgood’s Neighborhood 
Grill & Bar in Robesonia, PA and Kutztown, PA has been 

serving great food and beverages since 1997. Both 
locations off er our unique menu and friendly casual 

dining scene the whole family will enjoy!
Seafood, Steaks, Chicken, Burgers, Sandwiches, Wings and More!

Banquet Facilities ♦ Weekly Specials
Friday/Saturday Specials ♦ Holiday Menus

Russell P. Walbert, F.D., Supervisor

14390 Kutztown, Road
Fleetwood, PA 19522

Russ@WalbertFuneralHome.com
(610) 944-9900

Personal Service with our On-Site Crematory

RIDESHARE
ZONE
S

A

M

I
#WHATSMYNAME

toptop

sksk

atchatch

nformnform

HOW YOU CAN HELP HOW YOU CAN HELP 
OUR COMMUNITY, OUR COMMUNITY, 
OUR SPONSORSOUR SPONSORS

Our sponsors pay for 
our parish bulletin. 

Help us support them, thank 
them, and show them the                        

  app when you 
visit their establishments.

  

Bell           Hardware
1051 Trexlertown Road
Trexlertown, PA 18087
Joe Rudderow - Owner

(610) 395-1132
Open - 7 days

Traeger/Weber/Big Green Egg
Stihl/EGO/Craftsman

Ben Moore/Clark & Kensington
Yeti/Solo/Ace Rewards

Shop 24/7 - bellacehardware.com

HAHN EXTERIORS
Decks • Fences • Sunrooms

Windows • Siding
Honest High Quality Work For 

St. Mary Families
3617 Kutztown Rd., Laureldale

610-929-2832
www.hahnexteriors.comw

t   
e  p ns r  

f   p   
n   pas  e ! 

Your continued support has not gone unnoticed 
by your parish community and is SO appreciated!

 
eee pppp nsnsnsn rrrr   

    ppp   
nnnnn ppppasasasas   eee !

ototottttotottototototottto gggggggggggggonnonnnonnnonnonneeeeeeeeeeee unununununununnnononononoonononottiiittiiitiititit cecceecceccececceceddddddddooooourururururr ccccccconononononnontititititittt nunununununn ededededededededededdededeedededed sssssupuppupupppppoopopopopopoportrtrttrtrtrtrtt hhhhhhhhhhhhhasasasasasasaasasasa nnnnnnnnnnnnnnooooooooo

CONTACT ME
Marlene Richards

mrichards@jppc.net
(845) 492-1547 

s

INCREASE YOUR 
VISIBILITY IN THE 

COMMUNITY
Place Your Ad Here

to Support Our Parish!
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Kutztown Animal & Bird Hospital

FULL SERVICE PET CARE INCLUDING:
• CERTIFIED CHIROPRACTIC CARE
• LASER SURGERY
• DENTISTRY

Birds • Cats • Dogs • Exotics • Reptiles
SPECIAL PROGRAMS: Kittens • Puppies • Senior Pets

New Clients Always Welcome
610-683-5353

15620 Kutztown Rd., Kutztown,PA

FAMILY CARE FOR YOUR SPECIAL PET
Dr. Bridget McMahon, DVM, Owner

www.kutztownanimalhosp.com

T඗඘ග඗ඖ  Fඉඕඑඔඡ
Pකඉඋග එඋඍ

Aඛඛ඗උ එඉගඍඛ
Joseph J. Blasiol, D.O. Jeff ery J. Jones, D.O.

72 E. Washington Street
Topton, PA 19562

6 1 0 - 6 8 2 - 7 1 3 1
Offi  ce Hours By Appointment

Mae A. Stump Funeral Home, Inc.
David W. Weber, Supervisor

117 West Main Street • Fleetwood   610-944-7621

,, ppppp

Trust Our Family With Yours

Estate Planning & Elder Law
P: (610) 562-2000

www.antanavagefarbiarz.com

Serving 
Berks

 County

Mallory’s Army Foundation
United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!
www.MallorysArmy.com

(973) 440-8657 • info@mallorysarmy.org
It’s easy to join our mailing list! Just send 

your email address by text message: 
Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.

Message and data rates may apply.

THE WINERY IN 
BREINIGSVILLE
610-395-2468

THE VINEYARD IN 
ROBESONIA

610-693-8383
ALLENTOWN 

FARMERS MARKET
610-439-3969

BOSCOV’S FARMERS 
MARKET

610-921-3312
www.CloverHillWinery.com

Home
Care is 
Better...
  when people

        care

www.AIPHC.com • 888-990-4555

We Care!We Care!

  whhe
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